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reafforestation was begun, and the splendid roads were constructed which are still the admiration of every tourist. Official business was conducted in French and Croatian, with the addition of Italian along the coasts. A well-known story relates h&w the Emperor Francis, during his visit to Dalmatia ia 1818, plied his suite with questions as to the origin of the various public works which struck his eye, and met with the invariable answer, 'The French, your Majesty*. 'Wirklich schad, dass s' nit langer'blieben sein' (It is a real pity that they didn't stop longer), exclaimed the astonished Emperor in lys favourite Viennese dialect, and there the matter rested for eighty years!
The Empire then was most permanently effective where it co-operated with national sentiment or was brought into, contact with rude peoples still in that tribal stage of civilization ' which made the barbaric world so pliant to the impress of Imperial Rome. One of the most curious revenges of history is the fact that the revolutionary movement in Russia took its origin from the victorious entrance of the Russian troops into Paris in 1814. Here in the capital pf Napoleon these half-barbarian visitors from the far East of Europe beheld for the first time the spectacle of a progressive state, a well-appointed government, and a liberal civilization. The ferment did its work and the Decembrist revolution of 1825 was tke result. From this curious military disturbance, which had for one of its incidental effects the development of the Siberian prison system, we may date that active and continuous working of Western political ideas in the Muscovite world which has emancipated the serfs, established county councils, and given to Russia the unreal phantom of a Parliamentary government.1
It is only natural to expect that the Napoleonic influence . would be specially strong in the Latin countries. * The union of Italy was the product of many forces, among which an Englishman is not likely to undervalue the influence of English liberal ideas upon the mind, the character, and the career of Cavour. Indeed the unity of Italy is the most
1 It is hardly necessary to add that the prophet of the Bolshevik Revolution is neither Rousseau nor Napoleon, but Karl Marx.